
FAFSA
USER GUIDE
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4

NO IRS-DRT 

NO SIGNATURE

NO SUBMISSION



5

FAFSA SCHOOL YEAR:

JULY 1-JUNE 30

COVERS 3 SEMESTERS:

FALL

SPRING

SUMMER



6

RENEWAL 

TRANSFERS 

INFO FROM 

PREVIOUS 

FAFSA
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9

OPTIONAL

OPTIONAL

For State Grant Use ONLY



10

MALES MUST REGISTER

1ST YEAR NEVER ATTENDED

IF YES, NO PELL GRANT

IF YES, NO PARENT INFO REQUIRED

OPTIONAL
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12

SCHOOLS CAN BE 

ADDED/DROPPED 

ANYTIME



13

USED TO 

DETERMINE COA 

[COST OF 

ATTENDANCE] 

*MEAL PLAN

*ROOM & BOARD



14

IF YES TO ANY 

QUESTION, MUST 

PROVIDE PROOF



15



16

SCHOOL STAFF 
WILL UPDATE 
HIGH SCHOOL 
RECORD AND 
PROVIDE 
DOCUMENT FOR 
COLLEGE OR 
UNIVERSITY
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READ SLOWLY ALOUD



18



19

IF INDEPENDENT, 

SKIP PARENT 

QUESTIONS



20

READ ALOUD SLOWLY



21

NAME, DATE OF 

BIRTH AND SSN 

MUST MATCH 

PARENT FSAID 

ONLY USE 

BIOLOGICAL 

OR ADOPTIVE 

PARENT INFO

LEGAL MARITAL STATUS MUST MATCH IRS TAX RETURN



22

FILING STATUS MUST 

MATCH PARENT 

LEGAL MARITAL 

STATUS



23

USE PARENT 1 OR 2 

BASED ON SLIDE 21 

AND FSAID CREATED



24



25

These 

fields are 

pre-filled 

based on 

FAFSA 

responses

STREET ADDRESS

CITY & ZIP MUST MATCH 

EXACT ADDRESS ON IRS TAX 

1040

AFTER 3 ATTEMPTS, IRS-DRT OPTION WILL BE DISABLED 

TEMPORARILY



26



27



28

YES TO 

FEDERAL 

BENEFITS 

MEAN MORE 

PELL GRANT!

QUESTIONS 

ANSWERED 

BY IRS-DRT



29

NEVER SKIP



30



31

ENTER ZERO FOR 

ALL 3 

QUESTIONS



32



33

NO STUDENT 

TAX INFO 

NEEDED IF 

LESS THAN 

IRS 

THRESHOLD





35

STUDENT & 

PARENT FSAID 

REQUIRED TO 

SIGN & SUBMIT

NO FSAID OR 

SSN, PRINT 

SIGNATURE 

PAGE & MAIL 

TO ADDRESS 

ON FORM

PREPARER= EXAMPLE: HR BLOCK OR 

JACKSON HEWITT FOR IRS TAXES
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37



38

FEDERAL PELL GRANT 

AND LOAN INFO 

DISPLAYED IN REAL 

TIME IF AWARDED
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40


